@‘ Chroniva Publishers

SUSTAINABLE

EDUCATION
IN NIGERIA

Peer Reviewed Book Chapter

©92 | £ Gocgle| WDOAJ | 7 Crossref




SUSTAINABLE

EDUCATION
IN NIGERIA

Peer Reviewed Book Chapter

© 2026 International Journal of Education,
Management & Global Development - JEMGD

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) License
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. This permits unrestricted use, distribution,
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. Authors retain
the right to use their work for teaching, research, and other non-commercial purposes.

G RiGoogle WDOAJ e Crossref

Published By Available at

@‘ Chroniva Publishers https://journals.chroniva.org/index.php/IJEMGD



EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS

Chief-Editor
Chinyere Otuu UGUBA
Department of Educational management and
Administration, Faculty of Education
Educational management and Administration
Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu Nlike
Ebonyz state Nigeria.

Series Editor
Niyi Jacob Ogunode - PhD
Department. Of educational management,
faculty of education. University of Abuja,
Nigeria

Chinyere Otuu UGUBA. (Chief-Editor)
Department of Educational management and
Administration, Faculty of Education
Educational management and Administration
Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu Nlike Ebonyi

state Nigeria.

Niyi Jacob Ogunode - PhD
Department. Of educational management, faculty of
education. University of Abuja, Nigeria

Harry Orugba OVHARHE
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development

Entrepreneurship Centre, College of Health Science &
Tech, UPTH

Conrad Ugochukwu UKOZOR (NAEP, FAKASA, FIPMA)
Catholic Archdiocese of Abuja

Victor Olughbenga AYOKO
Member, Open Distance and E-learning Association of
Nigeria.
Member, Institute of professional Managers and
Administrator.
Member, Development studies Association, UK.
National Open University of Nigeria

Afolabi Iyabode Omolola; PhD
Aminu Kano Assoctation of Academic Scholars

AKASA | Fellow

Akinlade Olabisi Monsurat Ph.D
University of Abuja
Nigerian Association for Educational Administration
and Planning (NAEAP) - Member
Aminu Kano Assoctation of Academic Scholars
(AKASA) - Fellow Member
Forum for Africa Women Educationalists (FAWE) -
Member.

Dr. Nwodo, Sylvester Nnaemeka.
Dept of Soctology and Anthropology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Enugu State University of Science and

Technology.




Acknowledgments

The editors would like to extend their sincere appreciation to all the authors
who contributed to this work, Sustainable Education in Nigeria. Your
scholarly dedication, insightful analyses, and commitment to advancing
educational sustainability across Nigeria have made this work both
meaningful and impactful.

We are grateful for the diversity of perspectives and the depth of research
each of you has brought to this collection. Your contributions not only
enrich academic discourse but also provide practical pathways for
educators, policymakers, and stakeholders striving to improve educational
systems in Nigeria and beyond.

We also acknowledge the time, effort, and professionalism demonstrated
throughout the development of this volume. Your collaboration and
responsiveness have been invaluable in bringing this project to fruition.

Thank you for your commitment to knowledge creation and for helping
shape a more sustainable future for education in Nigeria.




CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Victor OLUGBENGA AYOKO

Department of Educational Foundations, National
Open University of Nigeria.

ORCHID ID: 0000-0001-5104-495X

Email: victorayoko@gmail.com

Michael I. Olumodeji (Ph.D.)

Department of Educational Management, Faculty of
Education

ORCID: 0009-0000-5750-8399

Email: idowuolumodeji25@gmail.com

Victor C. Oyita (Ph.D.)

Department: Educational Management, Faculty of
Education

Email: oyitavictor@gmail.com

Rilwan Abayomi Ajayi

Department of Educational Management,
University of Abuja

Email: rilwan.ajayi@uniabuja.edu.ng

07030434751

Thunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI
Department of Educational Management
Faculty of Education, Rivers State University.

Email: aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
08033369300

Amaewhule, Chinyere Eliphaletphebe (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational Management, Faculty of
Education, Rivers State University.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3157-2415
Email: chinyere.amaewhule@ust.edu.ng

Ayodele Ebunolu Nwisagbo, (Ph.D.)

Department of Educational management, Faculty of
Education,

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0006-4395-8739
Email: ebunolu.nwisagbo@ust.edu.ng
+2348064192896

Tambari Ayotunde Sam-Leeloo

Faculty of Science

National Open University of Nigeria, McCarthy
Study Centre, Lagos State.

Email: tambarisamleeloo@gmail.com

Amarachi Cynthia Ineye-Briggs (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational management, Faculty of
Education,

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
Email: Cynthia.ineye-briggs@ust.edu.ng

Amaewhule, Chinyere Eliphaletphebe (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational Management, Faculty of
Education, Rivers State University.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3157-2415
Email: chinyere.amaewhule@ust.edu.ng

Tamunomiebi Bamson, (Ph.D.)

Department Of Educational Management, Faculty
of Education,

Rivers State University, Nkpolu-Oroworokwu, Port
Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria.

Email: tamunomiebi.bamson@rsu.edu.ng
08033166956

Thunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI
Department: Educational Management
Faculty of Education, Rivers State University

Email: aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
08033369300

Ezinne Nkeiru NWAMARA

Dept of Educational Management

Ignatius Ajuru university of Education Rivers State
Email: ezyky@yahoo.com

Ebikabowei MUSAH

Department of Educational Psychology and
Counselling

University of Africa, Toru-Orua.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8894-6260
Email: ebikabowei.musah@uat.edu.ng

Thunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI
Department of Educational Management
Faculty of Education, Rivers State University

Email: aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
08033369300

Niyi Jacob Ogunode
Department of educational management, University
of Abuja, Nigeria
ORCID: 0000-0001-8678-2485
mail: niyijacobogunode@gmail.com



mailto:Nigeria.victorayoko@gmail.com
mailto:idowuolumodeji25@gmail.com
mailto:oyitavictor@gmail.com
mailto:rilwan.ajayi@uniabuja.edu.ng
http://aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3157-2415
mailto:chinyere.amaewhule@ust.edu.ng
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-4395-8739
mailto:ebunolu.nwisagbo@ust.edu.ng
mailto:tambarisamleeloo@gmail.com
mailto:Cynthia.ineye-briggs@ust.edu.ng
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3157-2415
mailto:chinyere.amaewhule@ust.edu.ng
mailto:tamunomiebi.bamson@rsu.edu.ng
mailto:aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ezyky@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8894-6260
http://ebikabowei.musah@uat.edu.ng
mailto:aruchiwigwe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:niyijacobogunode@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Mark Patience Ukwuori (Ph.D.)

Dept of Educational Administration and Planning,
Abia state university uturu

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0006-5213-4977
Email: patiencemark859@gmail.com
08032613859

Dr. Nwodo, Sylvester Nnaemeka.
Dept of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of
Social Sciences

Enugu State University of Science and Technology.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-8260-2430
Email: nwodo.sylvester@esut.edu.ng

Eke, Ben Ethel, (Ph.D.)

Department of Educational Psychology, Guidance
and Counselling, Faculty of Education,

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt

Email: ethel.eke@ust.edu.ng

KALAGBOR GBEKE, Ibiene (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational Management, Rivers
State University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwu, Port
Harcourt, Rivers State-Nigeria.

Email: ibiene.kalagbor gbeke@ust.edu.ng
08035535232

NNADIEZE, Godfrey Chukwumeka (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational Management
Rivers State University, Nigeria

Email: godfrey.nnadieze@ust.edu.ng
08035052150

KALAGBOR GBEKE, Ibiene (Ph.D.)
Department of Educational Management, Rivers
State University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwu, Port
Harcourt, Rivers State-Nigeria.

Email: ibiene.kalagbor gbeke@ust.edu.ng
08035535232



https://orcid.org/0009-0006-5213-4977
mailto:patiencemark859@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-8260-2430
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-8260-2430
mailto:nwodo.sylvester@esut.edu.ng
http://ethel.eke@ust.edu.ng
mailto:ibiene.kalagbor_gbeke@ust.edu.ng
mailto:godfrey.nnadieze@ust.edu.ng
mailto:ibiene.kalagbor_gbeke@ust.edu.ng

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Cover Title

Editorial Board Members 111
Acknowledgement v
Contributing Authors v
Table of Contents vi
Concluding Synthesis 177
Implications for Practice 178
Editors’ Note 180
1 AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE CHALLENGES MILITATING AGAINST THE ]
DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY (FCT), ABUJA.
Victor OLUGBENGA AYOKO
2 ADEQUATE FUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION IN THE 11

FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY (FCT), ABUJA

Michael I. Olumodeji (Ph.D.), Victor C. Oyita (Ph.D.), Rilwan Abayomi Ajayi

3 THE ROLE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION IN SUSTAINABLE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 2>
IN NIGERIA

Thunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI, Amaewhule, Chinyere Eliphaletphebe (Ph.D.)

4 ASSESSMENT AND PROCTORING IN OPEN AND DISTANCE E-LEARNING (ODEL) 34
PROGRAMMES

Ayodele Ebunolu Nwisagbo, (Ph.D.), Tambaridyotunde Sam-Leeloo, Amarachi Cynthia Ineye-Briggs
(Ph.D.)

5 PROMOTING CLEAN ENERGY IN NIGERIAN SCHOOLS FOR EFFECTIVE SCHOOL j5§
MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Amaewhule, Chinyere Eliphaletphebe (Ph.D.)

6 IMPACT OF UNSTABLE EDUCATIONAL POLICIES ON EDUCATIONAL 44
MANAGEMENT IN NIGERIA

Tamunomiebi Bamson, (Ph.D.)




TABLE OF CONTENTS

SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION IN AFRICA

CHALLENGES MILITATING AGAINST THE DEVELOPMENT OF TERTIARY 76
INSTITUTIONS IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY, ABUJA.

lhunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI

TEACHER EDUCATION IN NIGERIA: HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT, 85
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND CHALLENGES

Ezinne Nkeiru NWAMARA

DEVELOPING GREEN CURRICULUM FOR SUSTAINABLE BASIC EDUCATION IN 926
NIGERIA

Ebikabowei MUSAH

10

CHALLENGES HINDERING STATE GOVERNMENTS FROM ACCESSING UNIVERSAL 795
BASIC EDUCATION (UBE) COUNTERPART FUNDS IN NIGERIA

lhunda Aruchi JAPHET-NWAPI

11

ACADEMIC VERBS AND ACADEMIC PHRASES IN RESEARCH WRITING IN TERTIARY 75
INSTITUTIONS: IMPORTANCE, CHALLENGES OF POOR USAGE, AND
IMPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION

Niyi Jacob Ogunode, Mark Patience Ukwuori (Ph.D.)

12

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS AND WOMEN'’S SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IN NIGERIA 131

Dr. Nwodo, Sylvester Nnaemeka.

13

NIGERIA-INDIA EDUCATIONAL DIPLOMACY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 138
TERTIARY EDUCATION IN NIGERIA: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS,
CHALLENGES, AND IMPLICATION FOR EFFECTIVE COUNSELLING FOR POLICY
DIRECTIONS

Eke, Ben Ethel, (Ph.D.)

14

NIGERIA’S FOREIGN POLICY AND TERTIARY EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT: 150
CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIC PATHWAYS FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH"”

KALAGBOR GBEKE, Ibiene (Ph.D.), NNADIEZE, Godfrey Chukwumeka (Ph.D.)

15

ADEQUATE FUNDING AS A CATALYST FOR EFFECTIVE ACADEMIC PLANNING 165
UNITS IN NIGERIAN TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS

KALAGBOR GBEKE, Ibiene (Ph.D.)




ADEQUATE FUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC
EDUCATION IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY (FCT), ABUJA

Michael I. Olumodeji (Ph.D.)

Department of Educational Management, Faculty of Education
ORCID: 0009-0000-5750-8399

Email: idowuolumodeji25@gmail.com

Victor C. Oyita (Ph.D.)
Department: Educational Management, Faculty of Education
Email: oyitavictor@gmail.com

Rilwan Abayomi Ajayi

Department of Educational Management,
University of Abuja

Email: rilwan.ajayi@uniabuja.edu.ng
07030434751

Abstract

This chapter examined the importance of adequate funding in the development of basic
education in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. Basic education remains the
foundation of national educational development because it equips learners with essential
literacy, numeracy, social, and life skills necessary for lifelong learning and productive
citizenship. Despite the strategic importance of the sector, many public basic schools within
the FCT continue to experience financial challenges that affect effective teaching and learning.
The chapter was undertaken to justify the need for increased investment in the basic education
sector and to examine how adequate funding contributes to educational growth and quality
service delivery in schools. Findings from the review revealed that adequate funding plays a
significant role in the provision of school infrastructure, recruitment and retention of qualified
teachers, supply of instructional materials, improvement of pupils’ academic performance,
strengthening of school administration, and promotion of equal access to quality education.



ADEQUATE FUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY (FCT), ABUJA

The chapter further revealed that schools receiving adequate financial support recorded better
learning outcomes and improved educational standards compared to poorly funded schools.

The chapter concluded that adequate funding is indispensable for sustainable development of
basic education in the FCT. Without sufficient financial investment, many public schools may

continue to experience infrastructural decay, shortage of teachers, poor instructional delivery,

and declining educational quality. The chapter therefore recommended increased government
allocation to education, improved monitoring of educational funds, and stronger collaboration

among stakeholders to ensure effective utilization of resources in the basic education sector.

Keywords: Basic Education; Educational Funding; Federal Capital Territory; Abuja;
Educational Development; Public Schools

2.0. Introduction

Basic education occupies a strategic position in the educational system of every nation because
it serves as the foundation for lifelong learning, national development, and human capital
formation. It is through basic education that children acquire literacy, numeracy,
communication skills, moral values, and social competencies required for productive living
and participation in society. In Nigeria, basic education comprises early childhood care,
primary education, and junior secondary education as provided under the Universal Basic
Education (UBE) programme. The success or failure of other levels of education largely
depends on the quality and effectiveness of the basic education system. The Federal Capital
Territory (FCT), Abuja, remains one of the fastest-growing cities in Nigeria due to rapid
urbanization, population increase, migration, and expansion of governmental and economic
activities. As the seat of the Federal Government, Abuja attracts people from different parts of
the country seeking employment, business opportunities, and improved living conditions. This
population growth has placed enormous pressure on educational institutions within the
territory, especially the basic education sector.

Abuja presently hosts a large number of public and private basic education institutions spread
across the six Area Councils, namely Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), Bwari,
Gwagwalada, Kuje, Kwali, and Abaji. The FCT is home to many nursery schools, primary
schools, and junior secondary schools established by government, private individuals, religious
organizations, and non-governmental agencies. In urban districts such as Wuse, Maitama,
Gwarinpa, Asokoro, Lugbe, and Lokogoma, modern private schools with advanced facilities
continue to emerge. Similarly, public schools have expanded in many rural and semi-urban
communities in response to the increasing demand for access to education. Despite the
expansion of basic education institutions in Abuja, the sector continues to experience numerous
challenges that undermine effective teaching and learning. Many public basic schools in the
FCT face problems such as overcrowded classrooms, shortage of qualified teachers, inadequate
instructional materials, poor infrastructural facilities, weak supervision, insufficient
educational technology, and poor maintenance culture. In several schools located within
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satellite towns and rural communities, pupils learn in unconducive environments characterized
by dilapidated buildings, inadequate furniture, and poor sanitation facilities.

Among the various challenges confronting basic education in the FCT, inadequate funding
remains one of the most critical problems affecting the growth and development of the sector.
Adequate funding is essential for the provision of school infrastructure, recruitment and
payment of qualified teachers, procurement of instructional materials, organization of teacher
training programmes, maintenance of facilities, and effective implementation of educational
policies. However, many schools within the FCT continue to operate with insufficient financial
resources, thereby affecting the quality of education provided to learners. In many public basic
schools across Area Councils such as Gwagwalada, Kwali, Abaji, and Bwari, inadequate
funding has contributed to poor classroom conditions, shortage of textbooks, limited access to
teaching aids, and delayed renovation of damaged facilities. Some schools lack functional
libraries, laboratories, information communication technology facilities, and recreational
centres needed for effective learning. In addition, inadequate funding has negatively affected
teacher motivation due to irregular training opportunities and insufficient welfare support.

The growing concern over the declining condition of many public basic schools in Abuja
therefore justifies the need for this chapter. Although the FCT is regarded as the administrative
capital of Nigeria, many schools still face funding-related challenges that hinder effective
educational service delivery. The disparity between well-equipped private schools and poorly
funded public schools has also widened educational inequality among children from different
socio-economic backgrounds. This chapter is therefore undertaken to examine inadequate
funding as a major challenge facing the development of basic education in the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja. The chapter seeks to highlight how poor financial allocation and inadequate
utilization of educational resources affect school infrastructure, teacher quality, instructional
delivery, pupil performance, and overall educational development within the FCT.
Understanding the implications of inadequate funding is important for educational planning,
policy formulation, and improvement of the quality of basic education in Abuja and Nigeria at
large.

2.1. Conceptual terms
i. Concept of Basic Education

The introduction of Universal Basic Education (UBE) in Nigeria that replaced the Universal
Primary Education (UPE) of 1976, with a 9year programme which was launched on September
21, 1999, has the objectives of providing free and compulsory UBE for every Nigerian child
of school going age. The UBE consist of a compulsory primary and junior secondary education
as basic and thereby making it different from other similar attempted of UPE. The programme
caters for the rural population, nomadic population, person in physical isolated settlements,
urban slum, adult illiterates, A/majiri, street children etc. (Samuel, Umar, and Atinuke, 2012).
Basic education refers to the minimum level of formal education that equips individuals with
fundamental knowledge, literacy, numeracy, and life skills necessary for personal development
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and effective participation in society. According to the Federal Republic of Nigeria, basic
education includes early childhood care, primary education, and junior secondary education
provided under the Universal Basic Education programme (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2013).
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) defines
basic education as education designed to meet the essential learning needs of children, youths,
and adults, including learning tools such as literacy and numeracy, as well as knowledge, skills,
values, and attitudes required for survival and development (UNESCO, 1990).

Basic education can be described as the foundational stage of learning that provides children
with the intellectual, social, moral, and vocational competencies needed for further education
and responsible citizenship. The Universal Basic Education Commission emphasized that basic
education is intended to ensure equal access to quality education for all Nigerian children
(UBEC, 2019). According to the World Bank, basic education refers to formal schooling
programmes at the primary and lower secondary levels aimed at developing learners’ cognitive
abilities, communication skills, and problem-solving capacities required for productive living
and national development (World Bank, 2018). Basic education is the type of education given
to children at the foundational level to prepare them for lifelong learning through the
acquisition of literacy, numeracy, communication abilities, and social adjustment skills
necessary for meaningful contribution to society (UNICEF, 2022).

Universal Basic Education can be viewed in three dimensions according to Uga and Fanan
(2019), universal refers to a programme that is meant for people from all walks of life including,
the wealthy, the poor, the able, the physically challenged, the dull, the smart and anybody else
eager to learn or ready to acquire knowledge. The term basic refers to the starting point in the
acquisition of knowledge as well as the fundamental and bottom line of education. Education
refers to the transmission of knowledge. This shows that the UBE is the bedrock of higher
educations. Effective implementation of UBE entails providing proper educational facilities
and providing coordinated help to instructors in order to ensure quality instruction, students’
self-efficacy and meeting society’s demand (Abdullahi, 2021). The objectives of Universal
Basic Education in Nigeria as highlighted by Universal Basic Education hand book (2007)
includes:

e Developing in the entire citizenry a strong consciousness for education and a
commitment to its vigorous promotion.

e The provision of free Universal Basic Education for every Nigerian child of school age.

e Reducing drastically the incidence of drop-out from the formal school system (through
improved relevance, quality and efficiency).

e Catering for young persons who for one reason or another, have had to interrupt their
school as well as other out-of school children/adolescents through appropriate forms of
complementary approaches to the provision and promotion of basic education.
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¢ Ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative,
communicative and life skills as well as the ethnic, moral and civic values needed for
laying a strong foundation for lifelong learning.
ii. 2.3 Concept of adequate funding

Adequate funding refers to the provision of sufficient financial resources to meet the specific
needs of an organization, institution, or programme. In the context of education, adequate
funding ensures that schools have enough money to support all aspects of teaching and
learning, including the acquisition of instructional materials, teacher salaries, professional
development, infrastructure, and technological tools. Adequate funding is essential for the
effective implementation of educational programmes because it enables schools to maintain a
conducive learning environment, improve teacher competency, provide learning resources, and
support innovative teaching methods. Without adequate funding, schools may face shortages
of textbooks, instructional materials, classrooms, and teaching personnel, all of which
negatively impact students’ academic performance and overall educational quality
(Unachukwu, 2026).

Ogunode and Mohammed, (2023) noted that adequate fund is the provision of an excess money
for the implementation of programmes. Adequate fund is the financial allocation above a
minimum bench mark for implementation of a programme. Projects or programme are
adequately funded when financial provision for the projects or programme is above the budget
or equal to the planned budget. Adequate Funding is the act or process of continuous providing
sufficient capital for the implementation of the project or programme “

Adequate funding connotes sufficient funds availability for implementation of educational
programme. Adequate funding refers to the provision of budgetary allocation that is enough to
develop the educational institutions. Adequate funding is any level of funds capable of meeting
the needs of the institutions in term of implementation of programme (Owobamigbe, Ohunene,
& Ogunode 2021). Adequate fund refers to sufficient funds available for execution of a project
or programmes. “Funding for education remains one of the important resources that are needed
to manage the school system. All levels of education; primary, secondary and tertiary require a
sufficient level of funding to improve the standard of education provided in the country. When
funding is not provided in the right quantity and at the right time, it affects the education sector
in so many ways (Nwafor, Uchendu, & Akani, 2015).

2.2. Result and Discussion on Importance of Adequate Funding of Basic Education in
FCT, Abuja

Adequate funding remains one of the most important requirements for effective development
of basic education in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. Funding determines the
availability of infrastructure, quality of teachers, learning materials, school supervision, and
the general standard of education delivered in schools. Findings from reviewed literature
revealed that insufficient financial allocation has continued to affect the implementation of
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basic education programmes in many public schools within the FCT. The discussion below
presents the major importance of adequate funding of basic education in Abuja.

i.  Provision of Quality Infrastructural Facilities

One of the major importance of adequate funding of basic education is the provision of quality
infrastructural facilities in schools. Educational infrastructure such as classrooms, libraries,
laboratories, toilets, playgrounds, furniture, and information communication technology
facilities are essential for effective teaching and learning. Studies have shown that well-funded
schools are more likely to provide conducive learning environments that improve pupils’
academic performance and school attendance (UNESCO, 2021). In many public basic schools
within Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), schools that received intervention funds from
the Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) witnessed improvements in classroom
construction, renovation of buildings, and provision of learning facilities. Muhammed (2018)
and Musa (2020) concluded that providing adequate funding for early childhood education can
have positive effects on the provision of quality infrastructural facilities. By investing in early
education, schools and facilities can improve their infrastructure and offer better learning
environments for young children. This can lead to increased student engagement and better
educational outcomes (World Bank. (2018). With proper funding, schools can also afford to
recruit and retain high-quality teachers, which can further enhance the overall quality of
education. Investing in early childhood education is crucial for building a strong foundation for
future academic success and improving the overall quality of education. For instance, some
schools in Gwarinpa and Wuse benefited from renovated classrooms and improved sanitation
facilities through government educational interventions. Conversely, schools with inadequate
funding in rural communities such as Abaji and Kwali continue to struggle with overcrowded
classrooms, broken desks, leaking roofs, and poor learning environments. Adequate funding
therefore remains necessary for creating child-friendly school environments that support
quality education.

ii. Recruitment and Retention of Qualified Teachers

Adequate funding contributes significantly to the recruitment, training, and retention of
qualified teachers in basic education institutions. Teachers remain the most important human
resource in the education sector because the quality of education largely depends on their
competence and commitment. According to the World Bank (2018), investment in teacher
quality improves learning outcomes and strengthens educational development. In the FCT,
many public primary and junior secondary schools face shortages of qualified teachers due to
insufficient funding for recruitment and welfare packages. Schools located in rural
communities often experience teacher absenteeism and staff turnover because of poor working
conditions and limited incentives. The adequate funding of early childhood education will lead
to Recruitment and Retention of Qualified Teachers (Ogunode, & Adah, 2021).. This is
supported by numerous studies and reports that highlight the positive impact of funding on
teacher quality and student outcomes. With proper financial support, schools are able to attract
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and retain highly qualified teachers who are dedicated to providing a high-quality education
for young learners. This, in turn, creates a more stable and supportive learning environment for
students, leading to improved academic achievement and overall success (Ogunode, Hauwa,
Muhammad, 2023). Where adequate funding is available, educational authorities can organize
workshops, seminars, and in-service training programmes to improve teachers’ professional
competence. Practical evidence from some public schools in Abuja shows that teachers who
participated in UBEC-sponsored training programmes demonstrated better classroom
management and teaching effectiveness compared to untrained personnel. Adequate funding
also enables prompt payment of salaries and allowances, thereby motivating teachers to remain
committed to their duties. Adequate funding allows for the implementation of effective training
and professional development programs for teachers, further enhancing their skills and
abilities. This not only benefits the individual teachers, but also contributes to the overall
quality of early childhood education (UNICEF. 2022).

ili.  Availability of Instructional Materials and Learning Resources

Another important benefit of adequate funding is the provision of instructional materials and
learning resources needed for effective teaching and learning. Instructional materials such as
textbooks, charts, computers, science equipment, and audio-visual aids enhance pupils’
understanding and participation during lessons. Research has established that access to learning
materials positively influences pupils’ academic achievement (UNICEF, 2022). Many schools
in the FCT that receive sufficient financial support are able to provide textbooks, writing
materials, and educational technologies for pupils. In some urban public schools within
Maitama and Asokoro, government interventions have supported the establishment of
computer laboratories and digital learning facilities. However, in underfunded schools located
in satellite communities, pupils often share limited textbooks, while some teachers rely mainly
on verbal explanations because teaching aids are unavailable. Such situations reduce the quality
of instruction and negatively affect pupils’ learning experiences. Adequate funding therefore
plays a critical role in ensuring that schools possess the resources required for effective
curriculum implementation (Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) 2019)..

iv. Improvement of Pupils’ Academic Performance

Adequate funding contributes greatly to the improvement of pupils’ academic performance in
basic education institutions. Well-funded schools are more capable of providing qualified
teachers, conducive learning environments, and sufficient educational resources that enhance
learning outcomes. Studies conducted by UNESCO (2021) revealed that increased investment
in education improves literacy, numeracy, and school completion rates. In the FCT, pupils in
schools with better facilities and adequate educational resources tend to perform better in
internal and external examinations compared to pupils in poorly funded schools. The
implementation of adequate funding for early childhood education has been proven to have a
significant impact on pupils' academic performance. Research has shown that providing ample
resources for educational programs aimed at young children results in improved cognitive and
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academic development. This ultimately leads to better academic performance in later years.
Investing in early childhood education not only sets children up for academic success, but also
has positive long-term effects on their personal, social, and economic well-being (Ogunode, &
Mohammed, 2023). With proper funding, we can ensure that all children have access to quality
education and reach their full potentialSome public schools that benefited from government
educational intervention programmes recorded improvements in pupils’ attendance and
academic achievement due to better classroom conditions and access to instructional materials.
Practical observations also indicate that pupils learn more effectively in schools with functional
libraries, laboratories, and recreational facilities than in schools lacking such resources.
Adequate funding therefore remains essential for improving educational quality and learner
achievement in the FCT.

v.  Enhancement of School Supervision and Administration

Effective school supervision and administration depend largely on adequate funding.
Educational administrators require financial resources to monitor schools, organize
inspections, implement policies, and maintain quality assurance mechanisms. According to the
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013), proper supervision is necessary for ensuring compliance
with educational standards and effective curriculum implementation. In the FCT, inadequate
funding has affected the ability of school administrators and inspectors to effectively supervise
schools across the six Area Councils. Some education officers lack transportation facilities and
operational resources needed for regular school monitoring. Where sufficient funds are
available, school administrators can organize staff meetings, maintain school records, supervise
teachers, and implement development projects effectively (Nwafor, Uchendu, & Akani, 2015).
Some schools in Abuja that received additional financial support through government
intervention programmes improved administrative efficiency and school management
practices. Adequate funding therefore strengthens educational administration and promotes
accountability within the basic education system.

vi.  Promotion of Equal Access to Quality Education

Adequate funding promotes equal access to quality basic education for children from different
socio-economic backgrounds. One of the objectives of the Universal Basic Education
programme is to ensure that every Nigerian child has access to free and compulsory education
regardless of social or economic status (UBEC, 2019). The adequate funding of early
childhood education will result in the promotion of equal access to quality education. This is
because proper funding allows for the necessary resources and support to be provided, ensuring
that all children have an equal opportunity to receive a quality education. This investment in
early childhood education can also have a positive impact on future academic success, as it sets
a strong foundation for learning and development. In the FCT, children from low-income
families living in rural and satellite communities often depend on public schools because
private schools are expensive. When public schools are adequately funded, they can provide
free learning materials, improved infrastructure, and better educational services comparable to
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those found in private institutions. Funding for early childhood education can lead to the
implementation of programs and strategies aimed at promoting equality and diversity in
education, creating a more inclusive and equitable learning environment for all students
(Ogunode, Olaoye & Yakubu, 2023). For example, government-funded school feeding
programmes and classroom renovation projects in some public schools within Bwari and
Gwagwalada have encouraged school enrolment and retention among children from poor
families. Without adequate funding, educational inequality may continue to widen between
children attending expensive private schools and those in poorly funded public schools.
Adequate funding is therefore essential for promoting educational inclusion and social equity
within the FCT.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This chapter examined the importance of adequate funding in the development of basic
education in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. The discussion revealed that funding remains
a critical factor in the effective operation and sustainability of the basic education system.
Adequate funding contributes significantly to the provision of infrastructural facilities,
recruitment and retention of qualified teachers, availability of instructional materials,
improvement in pupils’ academic performance, effective school administration, and promotion
of equal educational opportunities.

The chapter further established that many challenges confronting public basic schools in the
FCT are directly linked to inadequate financial allocation and poor utilization of educational
resources. Schools operating with insufficient funds often experience overcrowded classrooms,
shortage of learning materials, poor maintenance of facilities, and limited teacher motivation,
all of which negatively affect the quality of education provided to learners.

The review therefore showed that sustainable development of basic education in Abuja cannot
be achieved without consistent and adequate funding from government and other stakeholders.
Based on the findings, the chapter recommends the followings:

e The Federal Capital Territory Administration (FCTA) should increase budgetary
allocation to the basic education sector to improve infrastructure, instructional
materials, and learning facilities in public schools.

e Government should ensure prompt release and proper utilization of educational funds
allocated to schools to prevent delays in project execution and educational programmes.

e The Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) should intensify monitoring and
evaluation of funded projects within schools to ensure accountability and transparency
in the management of educational resources.

e More qualified teachers should be recruited and adequately motivated through
improved salaries, training opportunities, and welfare packages to enhance teaching
effectiveness in public schools.
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e Public schools in rural and satellite communities within the FCT should receive special
financial intervention to address infrastructural deficiencies and educational
inequalities.

e School administrators should be trained in financial management and resource
utilization to promote efficient administration of school funds.

e Government should strengthen partnerships with private organizations, donor agencies,
and community associations to support funding and development of basic education in
the FCT.

e Educational authorities should prioritize regular maintenance of school facilities and
provision of modern instructional technologies to improve teaching and learning
outcomes in public basic schools.
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Concluding Synthesis

This volume on Sustainable Education in Nigeria contributes significantly to contemporary
discourse on educational transformation by examining the policies, practices, innovations, and
challenges shaping the Nigerian educational landscape. The chapters collectively demonstrate
that sustainable education extends beyond improving access to schooling; it encompasses the
creation of resilient, inclusive, equitable, and future-oriented learning systems capable of
responding effectively to socio-economic, technological, and environmental changes.

A synthesis of the contributions reveals that sustainable education in Nigeria requires a holistic
approach that integrates governance reforms, technological advancement, infrastructure
development, teacher capacity building, curriculum modernization, and stakeholder
engagement. The studies presented in this volume underscore the importance of aligning
educational policies with national development priorities while ensuring responsiveness to global
educational trends and Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4).

The volume highlights the transformative potential of digital technologies in expanding
educational opportunities, particularly in underserved and rural communities. Emerging
technologies, including artificial intelligence, learning management systems, educational data
analytics, and digital content delivery platforms, present opportunities to improve teaching
effectiveness, learner engagement, and administrative efficiency. However, their successful
implementation depends on reliable infrastructure, adequate funding, digital literacy, and
supportive policy frameworks.

The contributions further identify persistent challenges confronting the Nigerian education
sector, including inadequate funding, infrastructure deficits, teacher shortages, policy
discontinuity, regional disparities, insecurity, and socio-economic inequalities. These
interconnected challenges continue to undermine educational quality and limit the realization of
sustainable development objectives.

Importantly, the volume repositions education as a strategic instrument for national
development, social mobility, economic competitiveness, innovation, and nation-building.
Sustainable education is presented not merely as a sectoral concern but as a foundational pillar
for achieving broader national aspirations, including poverty reduction, employment generation,
social cohesion, and environmental sustainability.

Ultimately, this volume advances scholarly understanding and policy discussions by offering
multidisciplinary perspectives and evidence-based insights into the future of education in Nigeria.
It serves as a valuable resource for policymakers, researchers, educational leaders, development
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practitioners, and other stakeholders committed to fostering educational systems that are
resilient, inclusive, innovative, and sustainable.

Implications for Practice

Drawing from the collective findings and recommendations presented throughout this volume,
the following strategic implications are proposed for policymakers, educational administrators,
practitioners, researchers, and development partners:

Policy Reform and Strategic Governance

Governments at federal, state, and local levels should strengthen educational governance
through evidence-based policymaking, institutional accountability, policy continuity, and effective
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. Sustainable educational development requires long-
term planning that transcends political transitions and administrative changes.

Digital Transformation and Technology Integration

There is an urgent need to expand investments in educational technology infrastructure, internet
connectivity, digital learning resources, and teacher digital competencies. Schools and higher
education institutions should leverage emerging technologies to improve access, instructional
quality, learner engagement, and administrative efficiency.

Sustainable Education Financing

Alternative and innovative funding mechanisms should complement public expenditure on
education. Public-private partnerships, donor-supported initiatives, educational endowments,
corporate social responsibility investments, and community participation can contribute to
sustainable financing and improved educational outcomes.

Teacher Development and Professional Capacity Building

Continuous professional development should become an integral component of educational
reform. Teachers must be equipped with contemporary pedagogical skills, technological
competencies, research capabilities, and learner-centered instructional approaches necessary for
twenty-first-century education.

Equity, Inclusion, and Access

Educational policies and interventions should prioritize disadvantaged populations, including
learners in rural communities, girls, persons with disabilities, internally displaced persons, and
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economically vulnerable groups. Sustainable education requires ensuring that no learner is
excluded from quality educational opportunities.

Research, Innovation, and Data-Driven Decision Making

Educational institutions should strengthen research culture and promote evidence-based
decision-making. Reliable educational data systems are essential for planning, resource
allocation, performance assessment, and policy evaluation.

Infrastructure Development and Learning Environment Improvement

Governments and stakeholders should prioritize investments in school infrastructure, including
classrooms, laboratories, libraries, digital facilities, sanitation systems, and renewable energy
solutions. Safe and conducive learning environments are critical for educational sustainability.

Institutional Resilience and Crisis Preparedness

Educational systems should develop adaptive capacities to withstand disruptions arising from
pandemics, economic crises, natural disasters, and security challenges. Flexible learning models,
blended education approaches, and emergency response frameworks should be integrated into
educational planning.

Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration

The sustainable transformation of education in Nigeria requires collaborative engagement among
government agencies, educational institutions, private sector organizations, civil society groups,
communities, and international development partners. Effective partnerships can mobilize
resources, expertise, and innovation necessary for long-term educational advancement.
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Editors' Note

The editors are pleased to present this volume on Sustainable Education in Nigeria, a scholarly
contribution designed to address critical issues shaping the future of education within the
country.

We express our sincere gratitude to the contributing authors whose research and professional
insights have enriched this publication. Their diverse perspectives provide valuable understanding
of the opportunities, challenges, and emerging trends influencing educational development in
Nigeria.

We also acknowledge the dedicated efforts of peer reviewers, editorial board members, and
institutional partners whose commitment to academic excellence has enhanced the quality,
credibility, and relevance of this volume. Their contributions have ensured that the publication
meets the highest standards of scholarly rigor and professional integrity.

This volume is intended to serve not only as an academic resource but also as a practical guide
for policymakers, educational leaders, practitioners, researchers, and development organizations
seeking innovative solutions to contemporary educational challenges.

It is our hope that the ideas, findings, and recommendations presented herein will stimulate
further research, inform policy formulation, encourage collaboration, and inspire transformative
action toward building an educational system that is equitable, innovative, resilient, and
sustainable.
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